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POWER TALK: Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit (Teft) with FICCI Secretary-General Amit Mitra (centre) and Delki State Minister
Jor Power and Transport Haroon Yusuf (right) af @ conference on Five years of power sector reforms in Delfi: A review’ organised
by FICCI in New Delki on Wednesday. PROTO: PTI

“Delhi’s power privatisation

model worth emulating”

Staff Reporter

NEW DELH: Chiel Minister
Sheila Dikshit on Wednesday
sald Delhi's power privatisa-
thon model can serve a8 a lem-
plate for similar
restructuring - across  the
country.

Speaking at & conference
on Five Tears of Power Sec-
tor Reforms in Delhi: A He-
view' organised by the
Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and Indus-
try, Ms. Dikshit described the
privatisation of the power
sechor as a “success story” and
?th:r States can replicate
thef Dethi madel

ut even as she cited fig-
Lures indicative of reforms,

f

* “Imperative for the discoms to venture into
power generation to meet the city's needs”
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fowering of the losses: Haroon Yusuf
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the Chief Minister said there
was necd to guard against
complacency, While she list-
ed the steps taken by the de-
pariment lo procure power,
the Chiefl Minister said it was
imperative for the power dis-
tribution companies 1o ven-
ture into pewer generation to
meet the city's nesds,
Recalling  developments
that paved the way for the un-
bundling of the erstwhile Del-
hi "|'|i|}'ul Board, Ms. Dikshit

said: "It was not an easy task.
There were many doubis and
concerns inchuding the con-
sumers’ reactions,”

She pralsed the private
power discoms for accepting
the challenge of taking over
the power distribution in a
city overwhelmed hy fre-
quent aad prolonged outages
and high aggregate technical
and commercial losses, and
was gquick lo point out that
the Govermment mades no

l’l'/

compromise  vis-d-vis pro-
tecting the consumers’
Interests,

Daescribing the public out-
cry against [ast-ranning me-
tersas “hullabaloo®, the Chiel
Minigter said: *“Thers was no
going back on the issue of re-
placing meters ance we hsd
made up our mind. The sys-
tem has been made transpar-
ent and we have noticed a
vialble change._there no long-
er is a fuss about fast-running
mueters.”

Making a jibe at the prac-
tice of tampering with elec-
tricity meters, the Chied
Mimister said the penius of
the “Indian mind has already
brought out gadgets that can

stop the electronic meters™,

Power Minister Harocon
Yusuf sald the high point of
the reforms was the substan-
tinl lowering of the losses,

“One of the most disturb-
ing featares of the pre-reform
situation was the high levels
af transmission and distribu-
tion bosses, which had risen to
around 50 per cent. While the
target under the reform proc-
x5 was Lo reduce losses by 17
per cent, the loss levels tar-
gets  have _been  over-
achieved " he said.

The Fower Minister said
gas-hased power plants had
been planned for installation
at Bawana and Bamnauli and
work on a new ooal-based
plant has been taken up by
NTPC at Jhajjar in ][ur_'.m/



